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BELOVED, “...[God] gave us faith in Christ, forming Christ in us, 
causing us to believe on Him. And now, here I stand before God, this 
man who once knew nothing but guilt. Do you remember that, 
[beloved]? Do you remember knowing nothing but guilt? Nothing but 
terror when you thought of God? Nothing but fear of everlasting hell? 
Nothing but judgment, because you knew yourself guilty by nature and 
guilty by deed and guilty at heart? And now, here I am, before God 
Almighty, not guilty! Not just in the court of heaven, [but also] in here, 
[in the court of my conscience, | Peter 3:21]. Not guilty! Not guilty! I 
have been made the righteousness of God in Him. I’ve been sanctified, 
made holy in Christ Jesus. And He is made of God unto us redemption 
[1 Corinthians 1:30], [that is,] the complete deliverance of our souls. So 
that now, grace is experienced by all who believe, and it’s experienced 
by the sinner when he believes.” [AMEN .] 


— Don Fortner (1950-2020) & 


Welcome 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local 
body of the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll 
soon discover we’re an imperfect church, with an imperfect pastor, 
yet by God’s undeserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the 
perfect gospel of our never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call 
His name Jesus for He shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall 
save His people from their sins. And beloved believing sinner you 
already know it! You are complete in Him, saved to the uttermost 
[Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


Announcements 
Lincoln Wood Baptist Church, Grace Conference 
October 20-22, Chris Cunningham & Gabe Stalnaker 


Happy Birthday! 
Betty McMahon, October 19th 


Resources 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


www.sovereigngracechurch.us 


Grow In Grace, And In The Knowledge Of Our Lord 
“".. grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
To Him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.” (2 Peter 3:18) 

HE first [effect of] grace planted in the heart is fear, “The fear of the 

LORD is the beginning of wisdom;” and though this fear has at first 
an angry God for its object; and therefore slavery attends it, and we tremble 
at His word, and every sin pierces us, and conscience being authorized and 
commissioned to act against us, yet this serves to hedge up our way with 
thorns, so that we cannot find any pleasure in our old paths as usual; this 
makes us sick of going astray. “Before I was afflicted I went astray:” says 
the Psalmist, “but now have I kept thy word,” Psalm 119:67. 


The second [effect of] grace is faith; this persuades the mind, and by some 
distant views of the love of God, it draws the heart from off all trust in self, 
to confide in the mercy of the Mediator; it sets the soul to call upon God, 
with a peradventure we may be heard; it credits God as most true in all He 
says, and mixes itself with whatever we read or hear, and makes us feel the 
same, whether it be reproof or rebuke, comfort or encouragement. And as it 
gathers strength, it applies the promises, and leads the heart to believe that 
greater things are yet to be done in us; and having life in it, or its being a 
lively faith in God’s mercy, through Christ, it is the substance of things 
hoped for, or eternal life already in the soul; and the evidence of things not 
seen; for it assures the mind of salvation, and that assurance, like an 
evidence or witness, silences all gainsayers. 


The third [effect of] grace is hope, and hope is founded on faith, for what I 
believe God has given, that I hope to enjoy, and live in expectation of it; 
therefore hope respects something future, something good, something 
promised, and something desirable. God gives this grace; through Christ we 
hope in God who is faithful, and expect upon the warrant of His promise, 
the glory that is to be revealed. Fear counteracts presumption; faith guards 
us from the curse of a broken law; and hope forbids despair. 


The fourth [effect of] grace is peace; this informs us of reconciliation and 
friendship with God, and is the fruit and effect of pardon, and of 
justification, and a sure sign of union with Christ; “Jn the world you shall 
have tribulation, but in Me you shall have peace.” This is one blessing of 
the covenant, a fruit of the Spirit, and one blessed ingredient of the heavenly 
glory; They, “shall enter into peace,” Isaiah 57:2. Peace is a calm within, 
when there are storms without; and is an eternal cessation of arms with God 
when at war with the work, the flesh, and the devil. 


continued on the next page 


Patience. The business of this grace is to keep us waiting for what we 
expect; it forbids hastiness, peevishness, fretfulness, turbulence, and 
disquietude [anxiety], and is intended to compose the mind in a sea of 
troubles, to keep us waiting God’s pleasure, and God’s time for our 
deliverance; “Jn patience possess ye your souls.” — “But there shall not 
a hair of your head perish,” Luke 21:19,18. “The Lord,” the Spirit, 
“direct your hearts into the love of God, and into a patient waiting for 
Christ,” 2 Thessalonians 3:5. 


Meekness. This grace is intended to ease the burdened mind, to assuage the 
grief of the heart, and to vent the heavy troubles of the soul by contrition, 
compunction [guilt], brokenness of heart, and by a flood of tears; otherwise 
when grief and distress fill the soul, it would vent itself in rebellion, 
murmuring, rage, and fury, and distress would come out of the mouth by 
muttering perverseness, as always is the case of those whose souls are filled 
with grief and desperate sorrow, Isaiah 17:11; sorrow that has no remedy, 
sorrow that has nothing but despair and desperation for its object. But when 
the hearts of God’s children are pregnant with grief, either the old man or the 
new man will give it vent: if the former it is in anger, and rebellion; if the 
latter it is in tears, prayers, and contrition. ... 


... Love. This grace is called the bond of all perfectness [Colossians 3:14], it 
is the fulfillment of all law, and the glory of the everlasting gospel; and every 
blessing flows from it, even Christ Himself: “God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son,” that we might live through Him. The Holy 
Ghost sheds this love abroad in our hearts, through Christ Jesus, and it 
disarms the soul of all that slavish fear, and bondage, and torment, which is 
peculiar to servants in the flesh; it casts out doubts, and all that legal 
bondage that debases the soul to a mean, low, and base disposition, which is 
but eye service, or service extorted by the fears of punishment. It enriches 
and ennobles the mind, it leads the soul to be satisfied and delighted in the 
favour, worship, and service of God; and by this cord of the love of God, 
God says He draws us, “I have drawn them with the cords of love as with 
the bands of a man;” [Hosea 11:4], by this He allures, woos, wins, and 
powerfully constrains us with a sweet omnipotence, and with an omnipotent 
sweetness, to follow hard after Him. All other [effects of grace] but this will 
pass through a change; fear will terminate in fortitude, faith in fruition, hope 
in full enjoyment, patience into eternal placidity [peace], meekness in 
endless joy —but charity never faileth, but is always the same. [“For I am 
the LORD, I change not [my love for you, my people, faileth not]; therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed” (Malachi 3:6)]. 


— William Huntington (1745-1813) @ 


